CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
similar children who show no neurotic traits, or have got over
them undamaged, From analytic experience it may at any rate
be asserted that the adults and children to whom the above
applies are comparatively few. Freud in his 'Analysis of a
Phobia in a five-year-old Boy5 l expressly mentions that no harm
but only good accrued to little Hans from becoming fully conscious
of his Oedipus complex. Freud thinks that little Hans's phobia
differs from the extraordinarily frequent phobias of other children
only in that it was noticed. He shows that it cto a certain extent
represented an advantage for him, as now he is perhaps ahead of
other children, since he no longer bears within him that germ of
repressed complexes that must always have some import for later
life and to which in some degree the development of character,
if not the disposition to a subsequent neurosis, is certainly due5.
Furthermore Freud says that 'no sharp line can be drawn between
nervous and normal children, that disease is a purely practical
summation idea, that disposition and experience must combine
for the attainment of this summation, that in consequence many
healthy people pass over into the category of the nervous' etc.
He writes in 'From the History of an Infantile Neurosis5:2 'It will
be objected that few children escape such disturbances as a
temporary dislike for food or a phobia for an animal. This is a
* very welcome argument^ however. I am prepared to assert that
every neurosis in the adult is erected upon the foundation of
neurosis in childhood, but that this latter is not always severe
enough to attract attention and to be recognized as such.3
It would therefore be advisable with most children to pay
attention to their dawning neurotic traits; if however we wish to
get hold of and remove these traits, then the earliest possible
intervention of analytic observation and occasionally of actual
analysis becomes an absolute necessity. I think a kind of norm
might be set up in this matter. If a child, at the time when his
interest in himself and his environment is aroused and expressed,
shows sexual curiosity and endeavours step by step to satisfy it;
if he shows ao inhibitions in this and fully assimilates the enlighten-
ment received; if also in games and phantasies he lives through a
part of his instinctive impulses, especially of the Oedipus com-
plex, uninhibited; if for instance he listens with pleasure to
Grimm's fairy-tales without subsequent anxiety-manifestations/
and shows himself in general mentally well balanced, then in
these circumstances early analysis could probably be omitted,
although even in these not-too-frequent cases it might be employed
with benefit, as many inhibitions from which even the best-
1 la Collected Papers, vol. iiu                3 Ibid.
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